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eminent has changed the Lefortov penitentiary into a
model prison. With four other institutions, joined
under a single administration, Lefortov has become an
experimental station in the Soviet's new system of cop-
ing with the age-old problem of crime and punishment.
The other four institutions are a 5,ooo-acre farm,
named Ushino, used as an open-air prison; the Novin-
sky penitentiary for women; the Juvenile Reformatory
and Factory-School; and the "Express," a factory
which serves as a sort of graduate school where dis-
charged convicts perfect themselves in the trades which
they have learned in prison, before being sent out to
compete for jobs in the open market.
The "Express" has another important use. It takes
care of the family of the convicted man during his term
in prison, giving its members employment and paying
them living wages.
The conductor at the end of the car line vaguely
indicated the direction in which the prison was to be
found, I had been walking for fifteen minutes without
catching a glimpse of it. I looked around for some one
to direct me. A man was coming up behind me at a
brisk pace. I asked if he knew where the prison was
located.
"I am looking for it myself," the man answered.
We walked side by side.
"Going to visit some one?" I inquired.
"No, I am a prisoner," the man replied.
He was dressed like a mechanic and his appearance